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Hundreds expected to explore SUNY Oswego during Open House April 5
 Hundreds of prospective students and their families 
will explore SUNY Oswego during the college’s 27th 
annual Open House.
 Running from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday, April 
5, Open House will showcase three spaces that were 
renovated and re-opened last fall: Johnson Hall, which
hosts the First-Year Residential Experience; Rich 
Hall, the new home for the School of Business; and 
the Lake Effect Cafe, a refurbished space in Penfi eld 
Library that resembles a cozy, cosmopolitan cafe.
 “I think students and families who visit will appre-
ciate the many innovative, imaginative steps Oswego 
has taken to present a stimulating, learner-centered 
experience,” said Joe Grant, vice president for stu-
dent affairs and enrollment. “Families also can learn 
fi rsthand about the many exciting plans we have for 
the college on the drawing board.”

Tours, classes, presentations
 Open House represents the best opportunity for 
visitors to see everything at once, said Katie Max-
well, an admissions counselor who coordinates the 
program. 

“Our walking tours are always very popular be-
cause they offer an interactive, intimate look around 
campus,” she noted. “People also enjoy the guided 
bus tours we run during Open House. Families can be 
dropped off anywhere on campus to explore buildings 
and programs, then be picked up at the same location.”
 The Admissions Offi ce is making a special effort to 
have more student organizations participate in Open 
House this year. “We hope to have as many groups 
and clubs as possible participate, because it benefi ts 
prospective students to know more about what orga-
nizations are on campus and what kinds of activities 
they can expect,” Maxwell said.
 Open House attendees can sit in on any of doz-
ens of open classes, hear special presentations on 
programs and career paths, check out the college’s 
broadcasting facilities, visit Rice Creek Field Station 
or see current creations by students at the 41st annual 
Juried Student Art Exhibition in Tyler Art Gallery.
 Kristen LoVullo, one of the student tour guides for 
the event, credits her Open House experience with 
convincing her to enroll here. “The night I came back 
from Open House, I decided I wanted to go to Os-
wego,” the junior public relations major from West 
Seneca recalled. “I remember everyone answering 
my questions before I even had to ask them. It was 
very thorough.”
 For more information about Open House, call the 
Admissions Offi ce at 312-2250. 

— Tim Nekritz

Oswego on the line — Larry Fuller of the chemistry department (left) and Luther Peterson of the his-
tory department were among the members of the campus community contacting potential students dur-
ing the recent Oswego Calling effort. The annual phonathon allows faculty, staff and students to answer 
questions from students who have been admitted but have not yet enrolled in Oswego, many of whom will 
be at Open House next month.

Mission review to outline college’s path to 2010
 SUNY’s System Administration has set in motion 
a second round of “mission review” among the 64 
campuses. Mission review is the process by which 
the campuses take a new look at their academic pro-
grams, student outcomes, facilities, administrative 
structure and other elements with an eye to raising 
academic quality. 
 At Oswego, President Deborah F. Stanley plans to 
convene a broadly representative steering committee 
in early April that will produce the college’s mission 
summary by June.
 A similar steering committee in 1998 during the 
last mission review assembled a 23-page mission 
summary, with many appendices, in response to 37 
questions from SUNY. It is online at http://www.
oswego.edu/mission.summary.html (viewable from a 
campus account only).
 This round, SUNY has asked 49 questions about 
Oswego’s plans for 2005 to 2010.
  In announcing the second cycle of mission review 
last month, Chancellor Robert L. King noted that it 
“will be broader in scope than the fi rst and will give 
more focused attention to resource and facilities im-
plications of academic plans.”

‘Broadly consultative’
 Oswego’s steering committee will include elected 
faculty representatives of each school and college and 
presidential appointees including the interim provost, 
deans, United University Professions chapter presi-
dent, Faculty Assembly chair and Student Association 
president.
 “It was broadly consultative last time, and we want 
to have the same kind of process this time,” said 
Howard Gordon, executive assistant to the president. 
 He and Doug Deal, professor of history and faculty 
fellow in the President’s Offi ce this year, will serve as 
staff to the committee as well as liaisons with SUNY 
during the mission review process.
 In the next step of mission review next fall, repre-
sentatives from individual campuses and from Sys-

tem Administration (“interlocutors”) will engage in 
a dialogue guided by questions that System Admin-
istration representatives develop after reviewing the 
mission summaries.
 By spring 2005, a memorandum of understanding 
between the college and System Administration is 
scheduled to be in place to guide campus develop-
ment over the next fi ve years.
 In the fi rst mission review, Oswego was one of 33 
campuses to receive funding to advance initiatives 
identifi ed during the process. Oswego’s grants in-
cluded $30,000 to develop a new certifi cate program 
in gerontology, $95,000 to expand the fi rst-year re-
tention program and $130,000 to develop a master’s 
program in human-computer interaction.
 The American Association of State Colleges and 
Universities in 1999 named SUNY’s mission review 
one of the best educational practices among the 
nation’s colleges and universities. 

— Julie Harrison Blissert

SUNY Oswego students to collect, stage stories
of domestic-abuse survivors through arts grant
 A grant and a residency program will enable a 
group of Oswego students to create a play about sur-
viving domestic abuse.
 The $10,857 Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation grant 
will bring Peggy Shaw of the Split Britches troupe to 
campus for fi ve weeks to oversee the creation of the 
performance piece, “No Such Thing as Solo,” said 
Jonel Langenfeld-Rial, who coordinates the project. 
Students taking part in a quarter-session class in the 
fall will devise, script and perform in the original pro-
duction.
 Langenfeld-Rial has begun connecting with campus
and community groups. She has talked to Oswego 
County Opportunities’ Services to Aid Families pro-
gram and the women’s studies program, and plans to 

work with the Women’s Center on campus, among 
others. The assistant professor of theatre said she 
would be happy to work with “anybody and every-
body” on campus or in the community willing to 
help.
 Students in the class will interview survivors of do-
mestic violence, but Langenfeld-Rial emphasized that 
they are collecting information that will contribute to 
a positive message. “The piece will be about people 
moving on and making a new life for themselves,” 
she explained. “We’re not going to dwell on what 
happened.”
 Ultimately the goal involves a “re-imaging” pro-
cess, letting survivors “visualize that perfect someone 

See ‘Community theatre project,’ page 4 
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People in actionCollege trends
Security problems create position
“Within most universities, CIOs, chief technology 
offi cers (CTOs), or chief fi nancial offi cers (CFOs) 
typically oversee IT security. But thatʼs changing 
as more and more universities hire the dedicated 
chief security offi cer (CSO). Even three years 
ago, however, CSOs were a rare breed on univer-
sity campuses. Then anywhere, anytime comput-
ing came on the scene, and triggered heightened 
security needs. Wireless Internet access, online 
registration, distance learning, Web-based tuition 
payment, and other applications have forced many
universities to buttress their CIOs with fulltime 
CSOs who live and breathe security. . . . Not all 
institutions can afford another C-level executive. 
. . . ʻIʼd estimate that less than 10 to 15 percent 
of universities have dedicated CSOs,  ̓says Chris 
Meaney, director of Secure Network Solutions for 
Siemens AGʼs Information and Communication 
Networks division. ʻMost appear to still have tra-
ditional CIO and CTO functions where security 
architectures are defi ned.ʼ . . . Once a university 
has security experts in place, itʼs time to defi ne 
security policies for all staff, faculty, students, 
and campus visitors. At many universities, the 
policies are updated and communicated regularly 
(via e-mail and printed memos), typically on a 
quarterly basis. In addition, more and more uni-
versities are requiring students to sign policies 
stating that they use antivirus software.”
— University Business, March 17, 2004

Salary growth rate declines
“Growth in median salaries for college and uni-
versity administrators has continued to decline, 
according to an annual survey by the College and 
University Professional Association for Human 
Resources. . . . Median salary increases, accord-
ing to the report, for various types of colleges and 
universities were: 
• 3 percent, down from 3.7 percent in 2002-3 and 
4 percent in 2001-2, at private institutions. 
• 1.7 percent, down from 3 percent in 2002-3 and 
4 percent in 2001-2, at public institutions.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation, March 3, 2004 

Applications drop from abroad
“More than 90 percent of American colleges and 
universities have seen a drop in applications from 
international graduate students for the fall 2004 
term, and the number of submissions has fallen 
32 percent from last year, according to a survey 
released by the Council of Graduate Schools. 
. . . The fi ndings support a similar survey . . . that 
found a sharp decline in the number of applica-
tions from graduate students from overseas, and 
a smaller drop in the number from undergradu-
ates. That survey was jointly conducted by the 
graduate-schools council, the American Council 
on Education, the Association of American Uni-
versities, Nafsa: Association of International 
Educators, and the National Association of State 
Universities and Land-Grant Colleges. The new 
study, which focuses on graduate students only, 
found the largest drop in applications from coun-
tries that usually send the most applications. Ap-
plications from students in China declined by 76 
percent, those from India fell 58 percent. Students 
in the Middle East sent 31 percent fewer applica-
tions, and even Western Europe had a 30-percent 
decline. The drop crossed all fi elds of study as 
well, with an 80-percent plunge in applications to 
engineering programs and a 65-percent reduction 
in those to physical-sciences programs. . . . The 
decline in applications is a bad sign, [the coun-
cil’s Peter D.] Syverson said, because application 
fi gures tend to predict enrollment fi gures over 
time. Most institutions feel that a one-year drop 
in applications will be diffi cult but survivable, he 
said. Several years of declines, however, would 
be disastrous.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation, March 4, 2004 

Hearing voices — Student writers, directors and actors will join forces for the 11th annual “New Voices” 
showcase at 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday in Tyler Hall’s lab theatre. The admission-free sessions feature 
staged readings of six one-act plays written by Oswego students. Shown at a recent rehearsal session for 
“Something Blue” in the theatre department’s green room are, from left, playwright Adam Sweeney, di-
rector Todd Silverman, and actors Kristopher Vicencio and Alissa LeMay.

‘New Voices’ features writing, directing, acting    
 Student playwrights, directors and actors will col-
laborate for the 11th annual “New Voices” at 6 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday in Tyler Hall’s lab theatre.
 The admission-free event features staged readings 
of six 10-minute plays written, performed and di-
rected by students. 
 The plays are “A Bundle of Sticks,” written by 
Jonathan Altman and directed by Allie Heitner; “In-
defi nable,” penned by Kenneth Nichols and directed 
by Erin Naughton; “The Happiest of Days,” authored 
by Louis Paduano and directed by Michael Climek; 
the Stephanie Pivar-penned “Please Wait for a Com-
plete Stop to Exit,” which Ryan Oliver will direct; 
Daniel Preston’s “What We May Be,” staged by Bai-

ley Glass; and “Something Blue,” written by Adam 
Sweeney with Todd Silverman directing.
 The collaborative project developed more than a 
decade ago when Brad Korbesmeyer, associate pro-
fessor of English and director of writing arts, and 
Mark Cole, professor and chair of theatre, wanted to 
fi ll what they saw as a void in the writing and theatre 
programs. 
 “There really wasn’t an opportunity on campus to 
view the work of student playwrights,” Korbesmeyer 
recalled. While student artists, actors and directors 
could all show their work, Korbesmeyer and Cole 
thought an avenue for playwrights would present a 
novel experience.                            — Tim Nekritz

Challenge Perceptions Week to highlight disability issues
 A number of activities designed to raise awareness 
of disability issues are planned for Challenge Percep-
tions Week. 
 A faculty panel at 6:30 p.m. today will feature Os-
wego professors from across the disciplines talking 
about disabilities in the classroom. Rolando Arroyo-
Sucre, assistant provost for social equity, will moder-
ate the panel. 
 The Syracuse Flyers will challenge the Laker men’s 
hoops team to a wheelchair basketball game at 2 p.m. 
Saturday in the Lee Hall gymnasium.
 There is no admission charged for the activities, 
and the public is invited. 
 Dan Preston, director of disability affairs for the 
Student Association, spearheaded the activities. Events 
are sponsored by the Student Association with sup-
port from the college’s Committee for Services to 
Students with Disabilities.

 Organizing a week of activities has long been 
a goal for Preston, who uses a wheelchair but has 
not let challenges slow him down in pursuing his 
education or raising awareness for causes. He holds 
bachelor’s degrees in computer science and English 
literature from Oswego and is currently pursuing his 
master’s in English literature at the college.
 The week of events represents part of a broader 
project to support this cause. On March 11, Oswego 
students supported the Christopher Reeve Paralysis 
Foundation through the Miss-a-Meal program. This 
fund-raiser, which happens every semester, asks stu-
dents to forego one meal and donate that money to a 
specifi c charity instead. 
 The fall edition of Miss-a-Meal raised $5,429 for 
the local chapter of ARISE to support services to 
those in the community overcoming physical chal-
lenges.                                             — Tim Nekritz

Vitamins for beauty, health to be topic at next lecture in campus series 
 The author of the award-winning book Vitamania: 
Vitamins in American Culture will speak at SUNY 
Oswego on March 31 as part of the College of Arts 
and Sciences Lecture Series.
 Rima Apple, a professor at the University of Wis-
consin at Madison, will speak on “Selling Beauty and 
Health: Vitamin Advertising in the 20th Century” at 4 
p.m. Wednesday in Hewitt Union’s Bell Auditorium.
 “The history of the advertising of vitamins shows 
the power of the rhetoric of science to shape our op-
tions and attitudes,” said Apple, who holds a doctor-
ate in the history of medicine. 
 “Vitamins are mystical and magical. At the same 
time, they are the epitome of modern science and 

rationality,” she said. “This contradiction engendered 
nutritional controversies that fueled rancorous scien-
tifi c disputes.”
 Apple teaches consumer science as well as wom-
en’s studies and science and technology studies at 
Wisconsin.
 Her book Vitamania won an award from the Ameri-
can Institute for the History of Pharmacy in 1998 and 
was published in Chinese in 2002. She is the author 
or editor of many other books, articles and chapters. 
She is co-editor of the Ohio State University Press  
series “Women and Health in Culture and Society.”
 A reception will follow her admission-free talk. 

— Julie Harrison Blissert
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Spotlight

Graduate student’s research paper becomes both book, donation

Right at home — For a graduate class, Tim Nekritz wrote a history of Oswego’s public library that is 
now a book whose proceeds will help renovate the historic building. The author said he grew up spending 
summers in Weedsport’s public library, where his mother and grandmother were librarians. Nekritz is 
associate director of public affairs at the college.

 In his fi rst history class at Oswego two years ago, 
Tim Nekritz chose the Oswego Public Library as the 
topic for his big research paper. When he wrote that 
“its ability to overcome obstacles throughout its rich 
past may be as interesting a story as anything on its 
shelves,” little did he know that the story, the very 
one he was writing, would soon become a book on 
the library’s shelves.

The Oswego Public Library: A History was pub-
lished last fall and was a best-seller at the River’s 
End Bookstore in Oswego during the holiday season.
 “I was very fl attered and happy when some of the 
trustees approached me about publishing it as a fund-
raiser,” said Nekritz, a part-time graduate student and  
full-time associate director of public affairs. 
 He donated his manuscript for publication, with 
the sales proceeds to help renovate the library. So far, 
the book has sold more than 130 copies, raising over 
$2,200 for the cause.

Professor supportive
 “I am always hoping for something like this!” said 
Judy Wellman, who taught the online class in local his-
tory where Nekritz produced his paper. She said she 
has seen a few of her students’ papers get published 
and many more make a positive difference for the 
community, from getting a building on a historic reg-
ister to assembling collections of oral histories.
 So she was not surprised when Nekritz’s paper made 
an impact. “This paper put together, for the fi rst time, 
I think, an integrated history of the library, from the 
beginning to the present,” she said when interviewed 
by e-mail last week.
 “It allowed us to see its origins in the idealism of 
Gerrit Smith and his fellow reformers of the mid-19th 
century, the controversies that surrounded the build-
ing in the early 20th century, as people no longer 
appreciated its architectural beauty, and the ongoing 
commitment that the people of Oswego have made to 
their library — for its architectural value, as a symbol 
of equality for all people, and as the oldest library 
building in continuous use in New York state.”
 Wellman contributed an introduction to the book.
 Members of the college community played roles in 
the public library throughout its history, Nekritz said, 
from the library’s beginnings, when in 1856 school 
Superintendent Edward Austin Sheldon lobbied, un-

successfully, to link the school district to the library 
in a bid to get it the funds it needed to open. Five 
years later, Sheldon founded the college that became 
SUNY Oswego.
 The library’s history “is like a who’s who of Os-
wego,” said Nekritz, who sits on the board of the 
Oswego County Historical Society. “All these famous 
names were involved in some way.”
 As he was writing his paper in spring 2002, the 
library was enduring one of its funding crises, as 
library trustees debated whether to try to continue to 
maintain the nearly 150-year-old edifi ce or accept the 
school board’s offer of its vacant Education Center. 
One of the trustees, Charles Young, contributed the 
fi nal chapter of the published book, recounting the 

trustees’ decision to stay in the Gerrit Smith building.
Nekritz said he has a soft spot for libraries, as the 

son of and grandson of librarians. In Weedsport, “I 
spent a lot of my summers growing up in the library,” 
he said. 

He saw his hometown library “moved from an old, 
interesting building to a modern nondescript build-
ing,” he said. “I didn’t like the idea of seeing this 
library do that, too.”
 When Nekritz took part in two book signings last 
fall — one at the library and one at River’s End — he 
met many people with their own fond memories of 
the Oswego library. “It reinforced the feeling I had 
going in that it was really a special feature of the city,”
he said.               — Julie Harrison Blissert

DiVita happy to serve diverse appetites on campus
The Campus Update Spotlight shines of Paul 

DiVita this week. The food production manager for 
Auxiliary Services works in Hewitt Union.

Q. How long have you been at Oswego?
 A. About 15 years.

Q. How would you describe your job responsi-
bilities?
 A. Besides overseeing the menus, I purchase all 
of the food needed for this building. My job also in-
volves staff development, constantly monitoring our 
service standards, managing our inventory, constantly 
keeping updated with trends in the industry, working 
with student employees. I’m also a resource for other 
managers in developing their menus.

Q. What is your favorite part of working at Os-
wego?
 A. I like that I’m allowed to be very creative in a 
number of different areas, be it a cash operation or a 
catered event. . . . I like that I can see results. I come 
in, know I have a big luncheon, put a lot of time and 
effort into it, and see the results.

Q. What is your impression of Oswego students?
 A. In a way, they’re no different than any other 
customer in the food industry. They are looking for 
fresh foods. They are looking for reasonably priced 
meals. What’s interesting is that they are looking for 
camaraderie from our staff. When they come in, they 
like people who know them by name. They don’t just 
want to come in to get food. They want conversation.

Q. What achievement are you most proud of?
A. I would say I’m most proud of our catered events.

I have a talented and diverse staff and we are able to 

put our creativity and strengths together and make 
some memorable events. 

Q. What is your educational background?
 A. I have a degree in culinary arts, and I’m pursu-
ing my bachelor’s in business administration here. 
Being a student in the classroom gives me a better 
perspective on what I do.

Q. What can you tell us about your family?
 A. My wife, Amy, is the assistant director for spe-
cial education at the Oswego schools. Our daughter 
Katie is 14. Our son Andrew is 10. We live in Minetto.
 Q. Do you have any hobbies?
 A. My family is a big hobby. I’m the best chauffer 
in the world. My wife and I keep busy driving the 
kids places. I like any sport. Pickup games, golf, you 
name it. I like gardening. I have a great herb garden 
at home. We also have a quarter horse, and we spend 
a lot of time with that. Recently I entered my fi rst 
cooking competition and took a bronze. It was at the 
Oncenter in Syracuse and had top campus chefs from 
across the Northeast. It gave me confi dence knowing 
that I can compete. 

Student group publishes cookbook
 Students in the Adopt-a-Grandparent program have 
collected favorite recipes from residents of local 
nursing homes, family and friends for a cookbook. 
 The book contained 135 recipes, including appetiz-
ers, main dishes and desserts.
 The cookbooks may be purchased for $5 from any 
member of Adopt-a-Grandparent or in the Center for 
Service Learning and Community Service in Room 
217 of Hewitt Union. All proceeds will go to help 
bring local nursing home residents to the college for 
the Adopt-a-Grandparent Senior Ball, a formal dinner 
and dance, in April.
 The Adopt-a-Grandparent program brings student 
volunteers into local nursing homes for activities.
For more information, stop by the Center for Service 
Learning and Community Service. 
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Calendar highlights

Announcements

they want to be,” she said. “Anybody can be whatever 
they want if they put their mind to it.”
 The production will aim to raise awareness, par-
ticularly in a county where the level of domestic 
abuse is alarmingly high, she said. “We’re hoping 
that women of any age can know that if they are be-
ing abused, that there is help out there,” Langenfeld-
Rial said. “They can look at these women who have 
moved on with their lives.”
 Another target is “to educate young women that 
they don’t have to put up with any type of harass-
ment,” she noted. “For the general community, I want 
them to open their eyes and not to close their eyes to 
domestic violence.”
 She stressed that men are encouraged to be part of 
the process. “It’s not like we’re saying that it only 
happens to women, because it doesn’t,” Langenfeld-
Rial said. “But the focus of this production will be on 
what happens to women.”

• “An Evening of Schubert,” March 24

• Hunger Banquet, March 25

• New Shanghai Circus, March 25

• “New Voices,” March 27 and 28

• Arts and Sciences Lecture, March 31

• President’s Open Hour, April 1

• Chamber concert, April 1

• Rice Creek Ramble, April 3

• Open House, April 5

• Jazz concert, April 7

 For a more complete calendar, see the Events 
Calendar link at http://www.oswego.edu/news.html 
— the News button on the college’s home page. 

Police report 
 Since March 5, University Police investigated 
several cases of theft, harassment and vandalism 
and made one arrest. Police charged a 19-year-old 
Onondaga Hall resident with disorderly conduct. He 
is accused of arguing with a woman after being told 
several times by the offi cer to leave her alone. 

Circus coming — The New Shanghai Circus will 
present feats of strength and skill when it visits 
SUNY Oswego for an 8 p.m. performance Thurs-
day in Tyler Hall’s Waterman Theatre. 

New Shanghai Circus 
to perform Thursday 

Oswego to participate 
in $3 billion challenge
 The State University of New York launched a $3 
billion fund-raising challenge last week, when Chan-
cellor Robert L. King met with the board of trustees.
 The $1 billion that the 64 campuses raised between 
2000 and 2003 counts as the foundation for SUNY’s 
new “$3 Billion Challenge.” The second phase is 
projected to raise an additional $2 billion in increased 
private support between now and 2012 based on fund-
raising targets at each of the 64 campuses. 
 Oswego’s share of the additional $2 billion system-
wide goal is $20.25 million. 
 “All the money raised by the campuses will remain 
on the campuses to be used for scholarships, endowed
faculty chairs, investments in new equipment and 
technologies, research and other campus-based initia-
tives,” King said. “None of the money raised in this 
effort will be used to replace government-provided 
funding.” 
 Oswego is in the second year of its fi rst compre-
hensive campaign, with plans for a public kickoff 
next fall, said Kevin Mahaney, Oswego’s vice presi-
dent for development and public affairs. The two 
largest gifts in college history — $2.2 million from 
Charles Wiley, a 1922 graduate, and $1 million from 
the late Girgis Ghobrial, emeritus professor — got 
Oswego’s campaign off to a promising start, he said. 
 “Long-standing and aggressive fund-raising efforts 
helped develop great public universities in Michigan, 
Illinois, California and Texas,” King said. “Philan-
thropy will provide that margin of excellence, which 
will propel this university to the front rank of public 
higher education in America.” 

SUNY catching up
 The New York Times last week quoted Roger Ben-
jamin, president of the Council for Aid to Education, 
saying that SUNY’s fund-raising goal is “a step in the 
right direction,” but small compared with the other 
major state universities that King cited. The newspa-
per attributed the difference to the history of public 
and private universities in different regions.
 King credited presidents and staff with tremendous 
growth in philanthropy for the campuses. Giving 
across SUNY increased 14 percent in 2002 and 60 
percent in 2003. 

 The New Shanghai Circus will offer up feats of 
skill and daring when it performs at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day in Tyler Hall’s Waterman Theatre as part of the 
college’s Artswego series. 
 Praised by the New York Times for acts “that reach 
literally breathtaking heights of skill,” the troupe per-
forms such acrobatic stunts as juggling human bodies 
with their feet, bicycle tricks, feats of strength, con-
tortions, magic and somersaults through hoops. 
 The troupe’s origins date back 2,500 years when 
spectacular acts were performed every year at village 
harvest celebrations in China. These competitive ac-
tivities — often using items found around peasants’ 
houses, farms and workshops — continued to develop
over the centuries. Today’s version represents a re-
fi nement that honors that legacy. 
 “This is a wonderful troupe that usually performs 
in much larger markets, so having them in Oswego is 
a real coup,” said Mary Avrakotos, Artswego coordi-
nator.
 The Offi ce of International Education and Pro-
grams is helping to sponsor the show. 
 For more information, call the Tyler Hall box offi ce 
at 312-2141 or visit www.oswego.edu/arts. 

Women’s Center celebrates ‘Herstory’ Month
 March is Women’s “Herstory” Month, and the 
SUNY Oswego Women’s Center will continue its an-
nual observance this week and next with a series of 
free evening activities.
 Kim Trela, an Oswego student and a feminist song-
writer, will perform her work at 7 p.m. today in Hewitt 
Union’s Bell Auditorium.
 Discussions of “Woman and Body Art in Herstory” 
and “Women in Leadership” will take place in Hewitt 
Union’s formal lounge, the fi rst at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
and the second at 7 p.m. Monday.
 Also on Monday, the annual Gender Bender Bake 
Sale will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Hewitt Union lobby. Homemade baked goods will 
be sold for 75 cents each to women and for $1 each 
to men to refl ect inequalities in wages between the 
sexes.
 A video of the hit 1999 movie “Boys Don’t Cry” 

recounting the true story of a woman who lived as 
a man and died for it, starring Hilary Swank, will 
be shown at 7 p.m. Tuesday in Room 226 of Hewitt 
Union.
 As part of the Women’s Studies Speakers Series, 
Yunan Hong will present her documentary-in-
progress about the life of Chinese-American fi lm star 
Anna May Wong at 5 p.m. March 31 in Room 105 of 
Lanigan Hall. 
 Wong achieved international fame in the 1920s 
and ‘30s, headlining the original “Shanghai Express” 
along with Marlene Dietrich.
 The Women’s Center is celebrating 30 years on 
campus this month. Its annual banquet will take place 
a 7 p.m. April 8 in The Forum in Hewitt Union. Ad-
mission is $5, and reservations are required.
 For information and reservations, call the center at 
312-2967. 

 She said part of the learning process will develop 
from students hearing stories from women who have 
made something positive from such a negative expe-
rience. 
 “There are some women out there with stories that 
they think may not be important,” she said. “But they 
are important, and they may have things to share that 
can help others.”
 For more information, contact Langenfeld-Rial at 
langenfe@oswego.edu.                   — Tim Nekritz
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Community theatre project

Department slates spring concerts
 Faculty and students of the music department will 
herald the spring season with a series of performances.
 A recital of works by Franz Schubert will take 
place at 8 p.m. today at the Church of the Resurrec-
tion, 120 W. Fifth St. in Oswego. The concert by mu-
sic faculty members is free of charge and open to the 
public. 
 Works to be performed include the variations on 
“Withered Flowers” for fl ute and piano, performed 
by Kelly Covert, and the complete song cycle “Die 
Schone Mullerin,” sung by Todd Graber. Juan F. La 
Manna will accompany at the piano.
 Oswego faculty will present a chamber music con-
cert of piano quartets by Beethoven and Brahms at 8 
p.m. Thursday, April 1, in Room 101 of Lanigan Hall. 
The concert will be open to the public free of charge.
 The program includes two outstanding chamber 
works for piano quartet, Barach said. “The Beethoven 
Opus 16 in E fl at is a charming melodic work from 
Beethoven’s early youthful period, and the Brahms 
Opus 26 No. 2 in A major is a lush romantic work 
with a finale vitalized by Hungarian folk dance 
rhythms and melodies,” he said. 
 The performers are Robert Auler on piano, Seung 
Hee Yang on violin, Daniel Barach on viola and 
Elizabeth La Manna on cello.
 The Uptown Society Orchestra and Oswego State 
Jazz Orchestra will join forces for a 7 p.m. perfor-
mance on Wednesday, April 7, in the Hewitt Union 
ballroom. The State Singers vocal ensemble, led by  
Auler, will open the admission-free show.
 “We’re going to play mostly music of the Swing 

Era for this concert,” said Rick Holland, an assistant 
professor of music and a member of the Uptown So-
ciety Orchestra. 


