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 A provost’s retreat is scheduled for April 17 that 
will engage a range of people on campus in an at-
tempt to more purposefully shape campus culture in a 
direction that supports student learning.
 The retreat, in Hewitt Union, will include the 
college’s academic leadership from Interim Provost 
David King to chairs and directors of academic 
programs, governance leadership, and a selection 
of junior faculty, students and representatives of the 
college’s student affairs staff.
 A similar but smaller retreat in January involving 
members of the Provost’s Council, supplemented by a 
few students and student affairs staff, initiated discus-
sion to help focus planning for the April 17 program.
 King said an outcome of the coming retreat should 
be a proposed action plan. 

Famed designer Mary McFadden
to speak on campus tonight

Mary McFadden, one of the top names in the fash-
ion and design industry, will speak at 7 p.m. tonight 
in Room 105 of Lanigan Hall.  
 Artswego and the art department co-sponsor her 
admission-free talk. A reception will follow.
 Profi led as “The High Priestess of High Fashion” 
by Life magazine, McFadden earned a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Fashion Week of the 
Americas in 2002 for international innovation in 
fashion and design. She has served as president of the 
Council of Fashion Designers of America, received 
the fi rst-ever “Living Landmark” for excellence in 
design from the New York Landmarks Conservatory, 
earned a Neiman Marcus Award of Excellence and 
was enshrined in the Coty Hall of Fame and the Best-
Dressed List Hall of Fame. 
 The designer’s visit to campus comes through a 
friendship with Evgeny Steiner, a visiting associate 
professor in the college’s art department. 
 Steiner said he mentioned a course he teaches this 
semester on Chinese art and McFadden expressed an 
interest in sitting in on the class. “I thought it would 
be interesting for my students if she would talk to the 
class,” Steiner said of McFadden, who is no stranger 
to giving lectures around the world. He then inquired 
about having her give an informal talk to a broader 
audience while she was on campus. 

 In addition to more than 200 presenters from the 
Oswego campus community, this year’s Quest on 
April 21 will feature a keynote speaker known for 
innovative scholarly inquiry. Robert Bogdan of Syra-
cuse University’s Maxwell School of Public Affairs 
will speak at 2 p.m. in Room 104 of Lanigan Hall.
 Quest, Oswego’s annual symposium dedicated to 
sharing the scholarly and creative activity of students, 
faculty and staff, will take place from 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in Lanigan Hall and Hewitt Union. 
 About 120 presentations are scheduled this year, 
said Bill Bosch, who chairs the subcommittee of the 
Scholarly and Creative Activities Committee that or-
ganizes Quest. 
 Bogdan is a distinguished professor of sociology 
and cultural foundations of education at SU and the 
co-author of two widely used textbooks on qualitative 
research. The topic of his talk will be the topic of his 
most recent research, “Constructing the Worlds of 
Adirondack Postcard Photographers.”

‘Compelling new genre’
 “Through archival data, local histories, interviews 
and research, he renders an historically specifi c con-
text and, through that, enlarges our view of the pos-
sibilities lying within the local,” said Claire Putala 
of Oswego’s curriculum and instruction department, 
also a member of the Quest subcommittee. 
 “Bogdan has created a compelling new genre of 
his own that provides insight into how the past might 
have looked and felt to those living and constructing 
it,” Putala added. 
 Bogdan has published widely. Among his many 
books are the 1988 Freak Show: Presenting Human 
Oddities for Amusement and Profi t and Oddities for Amusement and Profi t and Oddities for Amusement and Profi t Adirondack 
Vernacular, published last year. 

Over 200 presenters, 
keynote address        
to mark Quest April 21

Mixing it up — This May, seniors (from left) Jennifer Novak, Matthew Jones and Dawn Harle will be-
come the fi rst Oswego students to graduate with a degree in biochemistry. The college recently received 
approval from the state to make biochemistry a full undergraduate degree program. It was previously a 
track within the chemistry major.

New biochemistry major at Oswego formulated 
to make students, college more marketable 

 As a springboard for discussion, he said, partici-
pants will read an article by George D. Kuh that ap-
peared in Liberal Education in fall 1993. Kuh is a 
professor of higher education at Indiana University. 
He advocates cultivating a pervasive “ethos of learn-
ing” on a campus to help students get the most from 
their college experience. 

Removing obstacles
 “The major obstacle to student learning is social, 
not intellectual,” writes Kuh, who argues that some 
institutions are more successful than others in cre-
ating an environment that encourages intellectual 
achievement without alienating any subgroup.

 The recent state approval for Oswego to offer a 
bachelor’s degree in biochemistry will help make 
both the college and its students more marketable in 
the future.
 While Oswego already had a track in biochemistry, 
the upgrade to a full major will offer many benefi ts, 
explained Kestas Bendinskas, an assistant professor 
of chemistry who played an active part in the process. 
The college was able to have the request fast-tracked 
because its requirements are already more stringent 
than what American Chemical Society accreditation 
requires.
 “It’s a very good major for people who want to 
go into the medical profession, the pharmaceutical 
industry or biotechnology,” Bendinskas said. Making 
biochemistry a full major will benefi t students look-
ing for employment in this growing fi eld, he added.
 “There are 10 students in the track. When we 
received the news that this was approved, they high-
fi ved in my classroom,” Bendinskas said. “That was 

See ‘Quest keynote,’ page 3 

Provost’s retreat April 17 aims to develop 
strategies to promote learning, culture change

See ‘Provost’s retreat,’ page 3 

the biggest reward for me, knowing that the students 
were happy.”
 Three students — Dawn Harle, Matthew Jones 
and Jennifer Novak — will graduate in May with the 
new degree because they will meet the requirements. 
Having the degree in biochemistry “is going to look 
so much better than just being a chemistry major with 
a biochemistry track,” said Harle, who hails from 
Schuylkill Haven, Pa.
 Jones will take his degree to a position as a re-
search scientist for the New York State Department 
of Health at the Arbovirus Laboratory near his native 
Albany. “I started there from an internship. From the 
work I did there, they wanted me full time when I 
graduated,” he said.
 Novak, of Rotterdam, said she has always had in 
interest in health care because her mother is a regis-
tered nurse. “When I found out Oswego offered bio-
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People in action

College trends

Student images — Melissa Newcomb, a senior studio art major, looks through photographic prints that  — Melissa Newcomb, a senior studio art major, looks through photographic prints that  —
will appear in the upcoming Bachelor of Fine Arts Exhibition at Tyler Art Gallery on campus. The self-
portrait behind her is also slated to be part of the exhibition. In all, 35 students will show work in the BFA 
exhibition, which will run from April 16 to May 15. A reception from 6 to 8 p.m. April 16 will feature spe-
cial awards for students at 7 p.m. For more information, call Tyler Art Gallery at 312-2113.  

 Twenty-two Oswego students will be included in 
the 2004 edition of Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges. They will be 
honored at a campus reception in April. They are 
Victoria Baldwin, Kristin Beck, Dawn Delahoy, 
Julie Dougall, Adam Fitscher, Lynn Halloran, 
Jason Holder, Scott Jones, Kellie McGuire, Su-
san McWilliams, David Moore, Amy O’Brien,
Amanda Parker, Amy Pollock, KaeLyn Rich, Kyle 
Schultz, Julie Silverstein, Emily Southworth, Jef-
frey Storch, Lauren Vesnaver, Lisa Wallace and
Daniel Williams. A campus nominating committee 
and editors of the Who’s Who directory have included 
the names of these students based on their academic 
achievement, service to the community, leadership in 
extracurricular activities and potential for continued 
success.

Linda Rae Markert, dean of the School of Edu-
cation, published a refereed chapter titled “Ethics 
in a Culturally Diverse Technological World” in the 
book Ethics for Citizenship in a Technological World, Ethics for Citizenship in a Technological World, Ethics for Citizenship in a Technological World
edited by Roger B. Hill for the Council on Technol-
ogy Teacher Education and published this year by 
Glencoe-McGraw Hill. She explores perspectives of 
other cultures along with the ways in which associ-
ated ethics have impacted technological develop-
ment. She was one of the book’s 17 authors who were 
recognized at the CTTE’s annual yearbook luncheon 
held during the 63rd conference of the International 
Technology Education Association on March 19 in 
Albuquerque.

 Three members of the political science depart-
ment participated on the program of the 45th annual 
convention of the International Studies Association 
in Montreal, held March 17 to 20. Walter Opello
presented a paper titled “Remnants of Early Competi-
tors to the State: Toward a Theory of State System 
Transformations.” Steve Rosow presented a paper 
titled “Democracy and Making Peace with the Glob-
al” and was the discussant on the panel dedicated to 
historical states and states systems. Craig Warkentin
presented a paper titled “Flies in the Ointment: Inter-
national Terrorists and Global Civil Society” and was 
the discussant on a panel dedicated to the theme of 
transnational activism in global politics.

Lawrence Spizman and Elizabeth Dunne 
Schmitt of Oswego’s economics department and 
Frederick Floss of Buffalo State had their paper 

What’s hot, what’s not
“Graduate education choices are constantly 
changing, refl ecting shifts in the economy as 
well as shifts in the interests of prospective 
students. Keeping track of student interest in 
various fi elds is one of the jobs of Gradschools.
com, an online clearinghouse for graduate school 
information sponsored by Educational Directo-
ries Unlimited (www.edudirectories.com). The 
site features more than 58,000 graduate program 
listings, and tracks the top 20 curricula that are 
searched quarterly. ‘Most recently, psychology 
seems to be the focus of the greatest interest, 
surpassing even business in our top 20 list,’ says 
Lori Faunce, marketing manager of Gradschools.
com. (She points to disillusion with the busi-
ness sector, and the growing prevalence of psy-
chopharmaceuticals in society, as two possible 
drivers of the trend.) In the site’s latest survey, 
clinical psychology was followed in order of 
interest by electrical engineering, social work, 
school psychology, and mental health therapy. 
Business administration, once considered the 
‘most practical’ of graduate degrees, showed up 
in the number seven spot. ‘Business is usually 
number one, but it has fallen out of the top fi ve,’ 
says Faunce. ‘Another trend we see is that a lot 
of the technology-based curriculums like com-
puter science and information technology have 
fallen,’ she says.”

— University Business, March 5, 2004

Groups to study admissions
“Using state open record laws, three national 
organizations are demanding that public univer-
sities disclose how they use race and ethnicity 
in their admissions decisions. So far the groups 
have sent letters to universities in 20 states asking 
for specifi c admissions information, including 
the extent to which an applicant’s race or ethnic-
ity factors into decisions and whether targets or 
quotas are set for certain racial or ethnic groups. 
The National Association of Scholars, working 
with the Center for Individual Rights and the
Center for Equal Opportunity will analyze the 
data. Should any university’s policies look ques-
tionable, they will consider fi ling complaints with 
the Justice Department or the Education Depart-
ment’s Offi ce of Civil Rights.”
— EdLines, American Association of State     
Colleges and Universities, March 26, 2004

Federal scrutiny for teacher prep 
“Congress recently mandated creating a nation-
wide report chronicling every teacher prepara-
tion program, detailing their academic content 
and fi eld experiences. The catalog, which was 
included in a fi scal year 2004 appropriations bill, 
will integrate data on the consistency of required 
coursework, how reading and math are taught, 
and the degree to which programs are aligned 
with scientifi c evidence on the subjects. The Na-
tional Research Council will likely carry out the 
$1.5 million project, which is expected to take 
several years to complete.”
— EdLines, American Association of State    
Colleges and Universities, March 12, 2004

Cruel college squeeze
“This is rapidly becoming the unequal opportuni-
ty society. Young people face a double whammy: 
Colleges are harder to get into, and only the well-
off can afford a college education these days. 
The numbers could not be more clear. A mere 4.5 
percent of young people from the lowest income 
quartile get a B.A. degree by the age of 24; 12 
percent from the next quartile get one; 25 percent 
from the third quartile, and 51 percent of students 
in the top quartile. Could it be that America is 
now resegregating higher education, only this
time not by color but by class?”

— U.S. News & World Report, March 8, 2004

Oswego alum to get makeover   
on April 20 ‘Queer Eye’ episode

Another Oswego alumnus will get national tele-
vision exposure when “Queer Eye for the Straight 
Guy” airs April 20 on Bravo. Mark Finegan, a 1989 
graduate of SUNY Oswego, will star as the week’s 
“straight guy” and fashion dunce who gets a make-
over by the show’s resident team of gay stylists.
 Finegan reports that he teaches physical educa-
tion at Pelham Memorial High School, where he also 
coaches track, girl’s volleyball and men’s basketball. 
He is married, with a 2-year-old son.
 “The girls on my volleyball team and my wife sub-
mitted me for the show,” he says. “Unfortunately or 
fortunately, the producers felt I was perfect.”
 The episode was fi lmed in late January. “It was a 
great experience,” he says. “The ‘fab fi ve’ and every-
one else connected with the show were a pleasure to 
work with. They did a beautiful job on our house and 
my new wardrobe.”
 Lisa M. Schnorr, a 1987 graduate who knew Fin-
egan at Oswego, says he was an education major who 
was “very involved with theatre,” adding, “It should 
be a very entertaining episode.” 

“One More Time: New York’s Structured Settlement 
Statutes, Rent Seeking and the Pro-Plaintiff Bias” 
published in the recent issue of the Journal of Foren-
sic Economics. Floss is a 1978 economics graduate 
of Oswego who received his doctorate in economics 
from the University at Buffalo. Floss and Spizman 
are currently working together on two other research 
projects. This paper is the second paper dealing with 
issues of tort reform in New York state that takes into 
consideration structured settlements. Previous re-
search by Spizman and Dunne Schmitt has been cited 
in a recent decision by the highest state court. This 
new paper responds to criticism by another author 
in an article about the original Spizman and Dunne 
Schmitt paper. The legislative branch has recently 
changed the statutes dealing with medical malpractice 
which further supported the two Oswego professors’ 
hypothesis that New York’s structured settlement 
provisions, in the vast majority of cases, favor the 
plaintiff even though the statute was essentially writ-
ten by the insurance industry in 1986. The three au-
thors again prove and discuss why this bias exists and 
why the one critique of their original work is wrong. 
A copy of the paper can be viewed at www.oswego.
edu/~spizman/papers.html. 
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 Michelle K. Rea, the executive director of the New 
York Press Association, will speak at Honors Con-
vocation at 10:30 a.m. April 21 in the Hewitt Union 
ballroom. 
 The annual Honors Convocation is sponsored by 
Vega, the women’s honor society, and takes place 
during Quest, a daylong symposium dedicated to the 
scholarly pursuits of faculty, staff and students.
 The ceremony recognizes academic excellence 
throughout campus. Outstanding students are chosen 
from each department based on specifi c criteria. This 
year, about 100 students will be recognized for their 
achievements.
 The New York Press Association is the trade as-
sociation representing more than 750 weekly com-
munity, ethnic, business, religious and alternative 
newspapers, both paid and free, in New York state. 
NYPA’s newspapers have a combined readership of 
more than 11 million adults each week. As executive 
director of the association, Rea also heads its adver-
tising subsidiary, the New York Press Service, and its 
foundation, the New York Press Association Founda-
tion.

Industry resource
 NYPA’s foundation provides paid summer intern-
ships for college students, fellowships for working 
members of the press, and on-site and regional train-
ing opportunities for newspaper employees.  Last 
year, two current senior journalism majors at Oswe-
go, Dawn Lawrence and Cortney McMahon, earned 
paid summer internships through the press associa-
tion.
  In 1997, the NYPA Foundation provided seed 
money to establish the Center for Community Jour-
nalism at SUNY Oswego. The Foundation also spon-
sors annual contests and training programs for high 
school and college newspaper staffs and their advis-
ers.
 Before joining NYPA in 1992, Rea worked for 
daily newspapers, including eight years as director of 
promotion and marketing research, and later, seven 
years as director of advertising and marketing. She 
spent two years with the American Red Cross as di-
rector of resource development and communications. 
 Rea is a director of New York State’s Committee 
on Open Government and as a trustee of the Louis 
Henry Morgan Foundation at Union College. 
 She earned her degree at Russell Sage College in 
Troy. 

Newspaper executive 
to address convocation

Crunching statistics — Kimberly Trela, a senior double major in journalism and sociology, will give a  — Kimberly Trela, a senior double major in journalism and sociology, will give a  —
Quest presentation on “How the Media Misuse Statistics” at 9:15 a.m. Wednesday, April 21, in Room 105 
of Lanigan Hall. Trela’s session will be one of more than 120 presentations at the 25th annual edition of 
this daylong symposium that shares the scholarly and creative pursuits of faculty, staff and students at 
SUNY Oswego.

 Kimberly Trela, a senior double major in journal-
ism and sociology, will explore “How the Media Mis-
use Statistics” at 9:15 a.m. in Room 105 of Lanigan 
Hall at Quest on April 21.
 “The presentation will demonstrate how the media 
misuse statistics and why we should care about them 
using misleading statistics in the news,” Trela said.
 The project has spanned both of her majors. “The 
topic came from my senior seminar in sociology 
where I did a paper on the method behind public 
opinion polls,” Trela said. “During that research, I 
found a lot of material on how the media misuse sta-
tistics and the repercussions of that. I saw the connec-
tion, liked the topic and decided to keep going with 
it.”
 It became an independent study project with Linda 
Loomis in the journalism program. Loomis described 
Trela as “an amazingly independent student research-
er” whose ideas represent “the best of both worlds: 
intellectual and practical.”

Informed judgments
 “We, as readers, viewers, listeners and surfers, 
must fi nd valuable news and information among the 
trivial and misleading news and information,” Loom-
is said. “Kimberly’s presentation will help consumers 
of media messages make informed judgments about 
current events.”
 People reading stories heavy on polls and statistics 
need “to be aware that the statistics they hear are 
sometimes misleading or fl awed,” Trela said. “The 

public puts a lot of faith in numbers because it’s 
something we’ve been socialized to accept. Because 
of that, they tend to believe numbers that aren’t true.” 
 Many reporters do not have backgrounds in the 
topics they cover and “just give the numbers they re-
ceive. They only go so far and don’t explore the issue 
further,” Trela said. “Then the readers just take the 
report as a fact and don’t do any exploration or inves-
tigation.”

Timely topic
 Trela said the topic is timely in an election year 
when more polling data than ever make it into the 
news. “Politicians will use the media to support their 
side and their arguments” through poll numbers and 
cherry-picked statistics, she said. Advocacy groups 
can issue alarmist information by using misleading 
statistics on subjects for which journalists cannot fi nd 
other sources, Trela said. 
 With the shrinking news cycles, reporters are often 
in such a hurry to fi le stories that they do not take 
time to check statistics, qualify the potential for bias 
or include a broader context, she added.
 After graduating in May, Trela plans to pursue a 
master’s in social science with a concentration in 
student affairs and diversity at SUNY Binghamton. 
She said Oswego’s journalism program has given her 
a number of life skills in interviewing, investigating 
and writing. “I don’t regret spending four years in 
journalism at all,” Trela said. 

— Tim Nekritz

Student’s presentation at Quest to scrutinize    
how reporters misuse statistics, poll numbers

 Bogdan received a Fulbright award to teach and 
study at Stockholm University in 1996 and was a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Nigeria in the mid 1960s. 
His doctorate is from Syracuse University. 
 Talks, readings and performances by individuals 
and teams during Quest will range across the disci-
plines. 
 Some examples:
 In “For Entertainment Purposes Only: The Gen-
esis of Belief,” psychology major Erin Halligan will 
explore rationality, deception and decision making 
through the lens of paranormal phenomena at 8:45 
a.m. in Room 104 of Lanigan Hall.
 Robert Ballentine of the meteorology department 

will present a simulation of January’s snowstorm at 9 
a.m. in Room 103 of Lanigan Hall. 
 At 9 a.m. in Room 223 of Hewitt Union, a wom-
en’s studies panel of students will include several 
talks addressing what feminism is, natural versus 
ethical caring, the sexual double standard, how to de-
code gendered language, and Mexican women artists’ 
versions of the Virgin of Guadalupe.
 Tim Delaney of the sociology department will 
speak on “Upstate New York Street Gangs: Murder 
and Mayhem in Thruway Cities” at 10 a.m. in Room 
104 of Lanigan Hall.
 The program and abstracts will be available on 
the Web at www.oswego.edu/celt/ or www.oswego.
edu/~ctrteach/quest/quest.html. Printed versions will 
be available on April 21 in Hewitt Union and Lanigan 
Hall. 

 At the conclusion of the Provost’s Council retreat 
in January, participants discussed possible strategies 
for action in the future at Oswego. They noted that 
the initiative to expand the FirstChoice program of 
freshman seminars to all fi rst-year students next fall 
would be a positive step forward. 
 Among other strategies discussed in January were 
a review and possible revision of the college values 
statement produced for the Engagement 2000 stra-
tegic plan (www.oswego.edu/oz/spab/SPPR/Values.
htm); more aggressive promotion of the annual Quest 
symposium of student and faculty scholarly and 
creative work, which is now in its 25th year; more 
coordinated faculty development opportunities; pro-
moting the concept of teacher-scholar; and a variety 
of proposals for surveys and assessment. 

Continued from page 1

Provost’s retreat

Continued from page 1

Quest keynote
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Calendar highlights

Announcements

Alcohol awareness noted today 
Alcohol Awareness Day is observed today with a 

free screening and other activities, including a mock 
DWI arrest. The events take place between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. in the formal lounge of Hewitt Union.
 Counseling professionals from the SUNY Oswego 
Counseling Services Center and LifeStyles Center 
and from the County of Oswego Council on Alco-
holism and Other Addictions conduct the screen-
ing. Participants have the opportunity to take a free, 
anonymous self-test about alcohol, ask counselors 
questions and, if appropriate, receive support or re-
ferrals for treatment services in the community. Free 
educational materials will be available as well.
 For more information, call the Counseling Services 
Center at 312-4416. 

Book sale to raise Penfield funds
The Penfi eld Library Associates Book Sale, the 

largest annual fund-raiser for the campus library, will 
take place April 12 to 14.
 Hours for the sale in the Penfi eld Library basement 

Solo violin recital set April 18 
Seung Hee Yang, assistant professor of music, will 

present classical works for violin at a solo recital at 7 
p.m. Sunday, April 18, in the Sheldon Hall ballroom.
 The admission-free performance will feature works 
by Robert Schumann, Leos Janacek, Maurice Ravel, 
Johannes Brahms and Claude Debussy. Yang joined 
the Oswego faculty in fall 2003.
 Robert Auler of the music department will provide 
accompaniment on the piano. 

• Alcohol use screening, April 7

• Talk by designer Mary McFadden, April 7

• Jazz concert, April 7

• Penfi eld Library book sale, April 12 to 14

• Tyler Art Gallery opening, April 16

• Rice Creek Ramble, April 17

• Faculty recital, April 18

• President’s Open Hour, April 19

• Quest, April 21

• Honors Convocation, April 21

• “The 1940s Radio Hour” opens, April 23

 For a more complete calendar, see the Events 
Calendar link at http://www.oswego.edu/news.html 
— the News button on the college’s home page. 

Spotlight

The Campus Update Spotlight shines on Beth 
Messana this week. A full-time secretary in the an-
thropology department in Mahar Hall, Messana has 
worked there since October, after being at the Offi ce 
of Learning Services for the previous nine months.

Q. How would you describe your job and re-
sponsibilities?  
 They’re varied. I type documents, fi gure the bud-
get, copy exams, draft routine correspondence, keep 
track of supplies — the standard secretarial things. I 
also hire the student workers, who do a lot of work. 
They really help out.
 Q. What is your favorite part of working at Os-
wego?  

There are a lot of positives to working here. The 
people who work here are special. The students are 
special. I’m a people person, so I like meeting many 
different kinds of people from different backgrounds. 
I love that there is so much to do, with the arts and 
the cultural events. There’s so much happening at the 
campus. I love the location here. . . . The lake is gor-
geous. It keeps you recharged. Working here is a real 
opportunity to grow as a person.

Q. What is your impression of Oswego’s stu-
dents?  
 Most of them are great. I’ve met some really sweet, 
wonderful students. They work hard, they put in that 
extra effort, they overcome, they succeed. It’s great 
to see what young people are doing at only 19 or 20 
years old.

Q. Do you have any hobbies?  
 I started taking classes out here a few years ago. I 

like to sketch. I’ve dabbled in writing poetry. I enjoy 
walking. I like to garden, when I can fi nd the time. I 
like to go to music and art events. There are so many 
things to enjoy on campus.

Q. What can you tell us about your family?
 I have a niece and a nephew that I adore. I’m en-
joying watching them grow up. I live in Minetto. 

Messana enjoys diversity, vibrancy of campus

chemistry on top of forensic studies, it was a natural 
appeal to me,” she said, adding that graduating with 
the new biochemistry degree was a bonus.
 “This hopefully will serve as a factor in attracting 
students stronger in science to Oswego,” Bendinskas 
said. “If students see the need in it, and we fulfi ll that 
need, that is the best thing we can do.”
 Dan Griffi n, associate director of admissions, con-
fi rmed that many students have asked if Oswego of-
fers a biochemistry major, refl ecting a rising interest 
in the fi eld.
 Additional credit goes to Associate Provost Rhonda 
Mandel, who coordinated the effort; Judith Schneider 
of the chemistry department, who helped edit the 
proposal; and Kenneth Hyde and Jeff Schneider, the 
chair and interim chairs of the chemistry department 
“who initiated and directed the process,” Bendinskas 
said. 

— Tim Nekritz

Police report 
Since March 19, University Police investigated a 

reported armed robbery and several cases of theft, 
harassment and vandalism.   
 They made two arrests. Offi ces charged an 18-
year-old  Funnelle Hall resident and a 19-year-old 
Hart Hall resident with criminal possession of a 
forged instrument. They are accused of scanning and 
altering an expired temporary parking permit. 

Biochemistry major
Continued from page 1

 Twelve faculty members have received SUNY Os-
wego Faculty Enhancement Grants for scholarly and 
creative activity to be conducted within the next year, 
according to Assistant Provost Michael Ameigh, who 
administers the program. 
 Eight of the projects received new faculty incentive 
grants, for faculty who have been at Oswego fi ve or 
fewer years.
 Kestas Bendinskas, an assistant professor of 
chemistry, will use his grant to develop a simple, 
inexpensive procedure for detecting the presence of 
the date-rape drug gamma-hydroxybutyrate (GHB) in 
common beverages. 
 R. Deborah Davis, an assistant professor of curric-
ulum and instruction, will bring teachers and parents 
together in cross-cultural encounters in Syracuse and 
study how the encounters can improve instruction.
 Craig DeLancey, an assistant professor of philoso-

phy, will work to clarify the concept of cognition and 
its role in emotion, proceeding on the hypothesis that 
the term “cognition” represents various mental capa-
bilities that may act independently.
 Lenuta Giukin, an assistant professor of modern 
languages and literatures, will work on a book about 
surrealism in 20th-century cinema.
 Christopher Karadjov, an assistant professor of 
journalism, will survey journalists at small newspa-
pers to develop a profi le and outline the practices and 
values that guide their work.
 Songmei Han, an assistant professor of psychol-
ogy, will study the effectiveness of online advertising 
depending on where on the screen the ad appears and 
the timing of its appearance.
 Neelika Jayawardane, an assistant professor of Eng-
lish, will travel to South Africa to identify new litera-
ture emerging there since the end of apartheid.

Twelve Oswego faculty to pursue scholarly work through campus grants
 Anthony Ouelette, an assistant professor of biol-
ogy, will assess the presence of toxic cyanobacteria in 
Lake Ontario and Rice Creek.

Diverse projects
 The remaining four grants for scholarly activity 
went to Ranjit Dighe, an assistant professor of eco-
nomics; Karel Kurst-Swanger, an assistant professor 
of public justice; Dennis Parsons, an assistant profes-
sor of curriculum and instruction; and Tina Pierac-
cini, a professor of communication studies.
 Dighe will examine the economic history of Prohi-
bition, focusing on the role of business interests both 
in enacting and repealing the act banning alcohol, 
with an eye toward writing a book. 
 Kurst-Swanger will coordinate a collaborative 
project between faculty and undergraduates in her 
department that will lead to a book on public justice 
systems in the helping professions. 
 Parsons will use video to narrate and assess the 
academic progress and social development of eighth 
graders in an after-school program. 
 Pieraccini will complete a textbook she is co-au-
thoring called African Americans and Latinos on 
Prime Time Television.

will be 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. April 12 and 13, and 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. April 14. 
 Items for sale will include used books, magazines, 
music and multimedia for adults and children. 
 Prices for the fi rst day are $1 for hardcover books 
and 50 cents for paperbacks, excluding specially 
priced rare books and sets. Items cost half-price on 
the second day. The third day is “buck-a-bag day,” 
with the library providing bags for patrons to fi ll with 
selections.
 For more information, call 312-4267. 


