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Communications alumnus donates $150,000 to create media summits
 Some of the biggest names in the media world will 
congregate on the Oswego campus this fall and in fu-
ture years to share their insights 
with students, thanks to the gen-
erosity of one alumnus. 
 Louis A. Borrelli Jr., a 1977 
graduate of SUNY Oswego and 
chief executive offi cer of NEP 
Broadcasting, has committed 
$150,000 over fi ve years to fund 
a media summit each autumn at 
Oswego. Outside of bequests, 
this is the largest cash gift in the 

college’s history, said Kevin Mahaney, vice president 
for development and alumni relations. 
 “I owe a great deal of my success to the foundation 
I received being a student at Oswego, and in particu-
lar in the communication studies department with 
[professor emeritus] Lew O’Donnell,” said Borrelli. 
“Rather than put my name on a building or a capital 
campaign, I thought the money would be better spent 
providing an opportunity for students to be exposed 
to leaders in the communications fi eld, and to provide 
the students with the opportunity and insights that 
would help them once they get out of school.”
 The inaugural Louis A. Borrelli Jr. Media Summit 

is tentatively slated for late October. Details of the 
fi rst summit have yet to be worked out, but the list of 
possible invitees includes the presidents and CEOs of 
major broadcast news networks, columnists for some 
of the leading daily newspapers and other top players 
in the media world. 
 “We are proud to be associated with a program 
of this caliber,” said President Deborah F. Stanley. 
“This gift will raise the profi le of the college and the 
communication studies department. Our students 
will have a unique opportunity to learn directly from 
recognized leaders in the fi eld of broadcasting. The 
results, we hope, will be to deepen their understand-
ing of their studies.” She added that Borrelli’s gift is 
“a great example of the difference that donors can 
make in our students’ lives.”
 Professor Fritz Messere, communication studies 
department chair, said that the media summit would 
infuse current topics into the classroom as profes-
sors and students discuss the issues at the heart of 
each summit in classes. He added that the department 
hopes to bring summit speakers into classes and have 
students interact with them. 
 “It is going to be a real opportunity for Oswego 
students and faculty and members of the commu-
nity to have a dialogue with important people in 
the media. It will help solidify the growing national 

Summer visitors — Ian Farrell (center), a student tour guide for the Admissions Offi ce, shows a room in 
Hart Hall to prospective students and their families during a recent campus tour program. In addition to 
its traditional smaller information programs, the college will offer its fi rst Summer Open House on Fri-
day, July 22.

First Summer Open House set for next Friday 
 SUNY Oswego will hold its fi rst-ever Summer 
Open House on Friday, July 22, to reach new high 
school seniors beginning their search for a college.
 While Oswego traditionally holds three campus-
wide open houses during the academic year and 
smaller information programs throughout the year, 
other colleges have staged more comprehensive sum-
mer events with success, said Katie Maxwell, an 
admissions counselor who coordinates the Summer 
Open House. 
 “It provides another option, a more extensive effort 
to let students considering Oswego know more about 
college life,” Maxwell said. “Students and their fami-
lies will be able to learn more about our campus and 
ask questions about offi ces, offerings and programs.”
 The Summer Open House will feature two half-day 
sessions. The morning program will start at 9:30 a.m., 
the afternoon option at 1 p.m. 
 Attendees can tour the lakeside campus; attend ses-
sions on fi nancial aid, living on campus and becom-
ing involved; speak with current students; and fi nd 
out about Oswego’s First-Year Programs designed to 
ease the transition from high school to college.
 Potential transfer students are invited as well. Trans-
fers will have a question-and-answer session dedicated 
to their concerns.
 There is no cost to attend the Summer Open House, 

but pre-registration is recommended. For more infor-
mation, contact the Admissions Offi ce at 312-2250 or 
visit www.oswego.edu/visit. q

Oswego among top 10 colleges
for sending students abroad

Oswego ranks No. 10 in the nation among master’s 
level institutions for sending students abroad for a 
quarter or semester, according to the most recent 
Open Doors report by the Institute for International 
Education. 
 Oswego placed between Fairfi eld University and 
the University of Richmond on the list of top 20 
master’s level institutions for mid-term study abroad. 
Other New York colleges on the list included Ithaca 
College (No. 3), SUNY Cortland (No. 14) and SUNY 
New Paltz (No. 19).
 The Institute for International Education publishes 
the annual report with funding from the U.S. State 
Department. The latest report is based on data from 
the 2002-03 academic year, the fi rst full academic 
year after the 9/11 attacks and a year that saw the 
number of American college students receiving credit 
for study abroad increase sharply by 8.5 percent, 
reaching a record high. Oswego sent 210 students 
abroad that year. q

Theatre program earns  
national accreditation
 The National Association of Schools of Theatre  
accredited Oswego’s theatre department in May. 
 Accreditation means students know they are tak-
ing part in a fi rst-rate production, said Mark Cole, 
theatre department chair. It means there is “a level of 
standards and practices a person entering the program 
would know are being met,” he said. 
 “For instance, in the studio courses, we have to 
hold to a maximum of 15 students per class,” Cole 
explained. “Students would know they can expect a 
very good faculty-student ratio in the core classes and 
in their areas of specialization.”
 Oswego’s theatre department is now one of 135 
NAST members and one of only fi ve accredited 
college-based programs in New York state. Four 
SUNY colleges are now accredited — Oswego and 
two other new members, Buffalo State and New 
Paltz, join Fredonia — as is Ithaca College. New 
York’s six other accredited programs are based at dra-
matic academies, studios and professional theatres.

‘Lengthy and detailed study’
 Cole pulls out the result of the process for a visitor, 
and it lands on his desk with a theatrical thud. Three 
years worth of work, it is a binder several inches 
thick with a 66-page narrative backed up by hundreds 
of pages of appendices.
 The department began a self-study in 2002 and 
connected the effort with a similar process required 
for applying to NAST. It culminated in a three-day 
peer review from a team assigned by NAST.
 “It was like a three-day opening night, because 
they were not only examining the work in the writ-
ten study, but they were visiting classes and talking 
to our faculty, administration and students,” Cole 
recalled. The team also viewed the college’s spring 
2003 production of “The Secret Garden.”
 “It was a lengthy and detailed study of our program 
because they have to be assured that the program will 

See ‘Gift creates media summits,’ page 4 

See ‘Theatre accredited,’ page 3 

Louis Borrelli
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People in actionCollege trends
Academic freedom delineated
“As many state legislatures and the U.S. Con-
gress consider measures that call on public col-
leges to rid their campuses of political and other 
kinds of bias, the American Council on Education 
and more than two dozen other higher-education 
groups are releasing a joint statement . . . that 
lays out their common positions on intellectual 
diversity. The groups say that their statement, 
which lists fi ve principles on academic rights and 
responsibilities, is meant to clearly stake out their 
views on academic freedom and their commit-
ment to pluralism of ideas, civility in discourse, 
and due process for people on a campus who feel 
they have been treated unfairly because of their 
beliefs. Among other things, the groups’ docu-
ment states that neither students nor faculty mem-
bers should be put at a disadvantage because of 
their political views, that all academic decisions 
should be based solely on considerations that are 
intellectually relevant to the subject matter of 
the course, and that anyone who feels mistreated 
should have clear access to an institutional griev-
ance process. . . . The document also says that 
government’s recognition and respect for col-
leges’ independence is essential to achieving 
academic and intellectual excellence. Reaction 
to the statement was positive across the ideo-
logical spectrum. . . . David Horowitz, president 
of the California-based Center for the Study of 
Popular Culture,  . . . praised the college groups 
for issuing their statement, calling it a ‘huge 
step forward’ that displays their commitment to 
many of the central themes of the legislation he is 
pressing. ‘This is the kind of dialogue I had been 
hoping for from the beginning,’ Mr. Horowitz 
said. . . . He said he hoped that the higher-educa-
tion groups’ action would spur college offi cials 
in states such as Florida, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, 
where academic-rights measures have been intro-
duced in legislatures, to open discussions with the 
bills’ sponsors to seek nonlegislative remedies to 
lawmakers’ concerns about campus climates.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, June 23, 2005

Assessing online skills
“Students may soon be evaluated on how well 
they can navigate the Internet, as the Educational 
Testing Service works with several universities to 
create a standardized test measuring technology 
skills. This past spring, 3,300 students at Califor-
nia State University were given the Information 
and Communication Technology Literacy As-
sessment to see how well the exam works. They 
were evaluated on how well they could locate and 
verify reliable online information, and whether 
they could properly use and credit the material. 
Several colleges involved with ETS plan to use 
the exam in different ways, such as to determine 
if a student needs remedial education or as a 
follow-up to communications courses.”
— Edlines, American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities, July 7, 2005

Pentagon making lists
“The Department of Defense began work with a 
private marketing fi rm [June 22] to create a data-
base of all high school students ages 16 to 18 and 
college students. The effort is aimed at increasing 
military recruits, as some branches are seeing 
fewer enlistments. The database will include each 
student’s Social Security number, birthday, e-mail 
address, grade point average, ethnicity and what 
subjects they are studying. Privacy advocates 
voiced concerns that the department is using a 
private fi rm to evade federal laws that restrict the 
government from collecting or holding citizen 
information. According to the Pentagon, students 
who provide detailed personal information can 
choose to opt out of the program, and will not be 
contacted.”
— Edlines, American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities, June 23, 2005

Fabulous 15 — A number of SUNY Oswego 
employees were honored for their years of service 
during the college’s recent annual Employee Rec-
ognition and Awards Ceremony. Among those 
recognized for 15 years of service were Patricia 
Crucitti of the physical plant, front; from left, 
second row, Christina Wilder of the Offi ce of In-
ternational Education and Programs and Colleen 
Barton of the physical plant; third row, Miguel 
Vasquez of the physical plant and Donna Torrese 
of the Registrar’s Offi ce; top row, Thelma Orta 
and Dorothy Lomire, both of the physical plant. 
Other 15-year honorees were Katherine Black-
burn of the Publications Offi ce; physical plant 
employees Thomas Drumm, David Ferlito, Wil-
liam Graham, William Haynes, Felipa Martinez, 
Eugene Stuart and Susan Thomas; Michele Fisch-
etti of the public justice department; and Deborah 
Jones of the School of Education.

 The SUNY Athletic Conference Commissioner’s 
List for spring has been announced. Thirty-fi ve Os-
wego athletes qualifi ed for the list by maintaining a 
grade-point average of 3.3 for three semesters. Track 
team honorees include seniors Heather Bamford,
a childhood education major, Kevin McGrath, a 
chemistry major, and Abby Oliver, a psychology 
major; and juniors Jessica Adam, a zoology major, 
Weston Fellows, an adolescent education major, 
and Alek Krenichyn, an English writing arts ma-
jor. From the women’s basketball team are senior 
Sally Shuster, a business administration major; and 
sophomores Lacey Kimpland, a childhood education 
major, and Lyndsey Marquit, an adolescent educa-
tion major. From the men’s basketball team is sopho-
more Mat Burridge, a childhood education major. 
On the women’s swimming and diving team are 
senior Jodi Frank, a childhood education major; and 
sophomores Stephanie Chan, a psychology major, 

Shelly Dann, a psychology major, Meredith Lerch,
a childhood education major, Amanda Panas, a well-
ness management major, and Natalie Smith, a busi-
ness administration major. On the men’s swimming 
and diving team are senior Joshua Scott, a biology 
major, and junior Corey Stark, a broadcasting and 
mass communication major. On the men’s lacrosse 
team are seniors Michael Nolan, a history major, 
and Adam Phelps, a business administration ma-
jor. On the women’s lacrosse team are junior Mary 
DeFelice, a human development major, and Lerch. 
From the ice hockey team are seniors Paul Perrier,
a chemistry major, and Justin Perron, a physics 
major; and juniors Antoine Dufour, a chemistry 
major, and Bryan Gent, a communications major. 
From the baseball team is senior David Johnson,
a biochemistry major, and junior Charles Galuski,
a fi nance major. On the golf team is senior Russell 
Korn, a mathematics major, and sophomore Jeffrey 
Kattrein, a business administration major. From the 
tennis team are juniors Michael Kelly, an adolescent 
education major, Matthew Mueller, a management 
science major, David Perl, an accounting major, and 
Todd Wojnowski, an English writing arts major. On 
the softball team is sophomore Jaime Robideau, a 
business administration major. On the wrestling team 
is sophomore Richard Stevens II, a physics major. 
In addition, 76 of the 667 student athletes on the 
SUNYAC All-Academic Teams for spring were from 
Oswego.

Nancy Bellow, director of the college’s Center for 
Business and Community Development, received the 
Martin Rose Economic Developer Merit Award from 
Operation Oswego County last month. 

Frank J. Byrne, assistant professor of history, is 
the author of an article titled “The Merchant in Ante-
bellum Southern Literature and Society” in the March 
issue of American Nineteenth Century History, pub-
lished by Routledge.

Peter Hunn of the communication studies depart-
ment is the author of The Small Engine Handbook, a 
paperback published last month by Motorbooks In-
ternational. The book has a brief history of signifi cant 
and popular small engines and a guide to setting up a 
home workshop in which to work on them. It also in-
cludes case studies on the disassembly, maintenance, 
repair and rebuilding of lawnmower, chainsaw and 
other engines. The book is priced at $24.95.

 John Kares Smith, professor of communication 
studies, received a travel grant from SUNY Oswego’s 
Offi ce of International Education and Programs to 
support his participation in the ceremony marking the 
60th anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bomb 
on Hiroshima. The mayor of Hiroshima, Tadatoshi 
Akiba, invited Smith to be a scholar-participant at the 
commemoration in August. The new grant supple-
ments the Faculty Enhancement Grant he received for 
this purpose (see the April 20 Campus Update.)q

Biology students to present at top international conference
 Several current students and recent graduates of 
Oswego’s zoology program will present at an interna-
tional conference later this month.
 Diane Chepko-Sade, assistant professor of biology, 
described the chance for students to lead sessions at 
the seventh International Environmental Enrichment 
Conference, in New York City from July 31 to Aug. 
5, as an outstanding opportunity.
 Students in her “Zoo Biology” course “have been 
carrying out research projects in which they design 
and assess various methods of environmental enrich-
ment since 1994, and this summer some of them will 
have an opportunity to strut their stuff.”
 The professor will join Oswego students Melissa 
Barton, Annessa Frank, Randi Fraser, Rebecca Rookey 
and Julia Preston-Fulton; two recent graduates, Beu-
lah Sherwood and Katrina Kellerhouse; and Dianne 
Upmeyer, currently studying at a partner zoo tech-
nology program at Santa Fe Community College, in 
delivering a conference symposium titled “Assessing 
Enrichment: High Tech and Low Tech Methods.”  
 Chepko-Sade, Upmeyer, Barton, Frank, Fraser and 

Rookey also will lead a session on complex foraging 
enrichment encouraging natural foraging behavior 
in squirrel monkeys. Chepko-Sade and Kellerhouse 
will present on how a slow-release cricket feeder 
decreases aggression and increases foraging among 
a mixed-species exhibit of desert lizards. Chepko-
Sade, Preston-Fulton and Sherwood will discuss how 
captive wolves that have been socialized to humans 
show less vigilance and increased relaxation when 
compared with parent-reared captive wolves.
 In addition, Oswego honors student Erin Hale, 
studying at the Santa Fe program, will present the 
paper “Enrichment Protocols for the Lined Sea-
horses (Hippocampus erectus) and the Effects of an 
Enriched Exhibit on Visitor Viewing Time,” while 
student Sarah Mahan will have a poster presentation 
titled “Are Leaf-Eating Primates Less Dexterous 
Than Fruit-Eating Primates?”
 Sponsored by the Wildlife Conservation Society, 
the conference, which takes place every other year, 
tends to attract more than 500 professional and stu-
dent participants from around the world. q
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Professor’s book looks at political identity, organizing by Jewish women

Personal meets political — Mary McCune, an 
assistant professor of history, looks at how per-
sonal identity and public activism intersected 
for American Jewish women in The Whole Wide 
World, Without Limits: International Relief, Gender 
Politics and American Jewish Women, 1893-1930.

 A new book by Mary McCune of the history de-
partment explores how events half a world away and 
close to home infl uenced the political involvement of 
American Jewish women in the early decades of the 
20th century.

The Whole Wide World, Without Limits: Interna-
tional Relief, Gender Politics and American Jewish 
Women, 1893-1930 offers a lesson in how the per-
sonal — one’s own sense of identity — can intersect 
with the political.
 In the book, McCune tracks the creation and devel-
opment of three American Jewish organizations, the 
National Council of Jewish Women, Hadassah (the 
Women’s Zionist Organization of America) and the 
Workman’s Circle. The toll World War I took on Jews 
living in Europe drew women in from these three or-
ganizations into relief efforts.
 “World War I had a very negative impact on Jews 
in Europe, although this has been overshadowed 
by the Holocaust of World War II,” McCune said. 
Aware of the suffering of others like them in the fi rst 
war, “American Jews tried to help. They sent money, 
clothing and funds to help rebuild their lives after the 
war.”
 Because women secured the right to vote by 1920, 
some of them focused their political energies into dif-
ferent causes with specifi c ties to their own identities, 
McCune’s book shows.
 What started as relief efforts inevitably spun to-
ward the political in the 1920s as the future plight 
of dislocated Jews gained wider discussion. While 

Hadassah supported Zionism — the idea of establish-
ing an independent Jewish state at Palestine — other 
Jews opposed the movement or remained non-
committal. 
 This book brought together McCune’s various 
interests and areas of expertise. She studied Russian 
language and literature at SUNY Albany, then devel-
oped a keen interest in grassroots activism when she 
worked in politics after graduation. While earning a 
master’s and doctorate at Ohio State University, Mc-
Cune thought more and more about Eastern European 
issues and how personal identities translated into po-
litical activity. 
 McCune said she hopes readers will gain an un-
derstanding of the complexity and diversity of the 
American Jewish identity and Yiddish culture, as well 
as how they have changed over the years. 
 “I’d also like readers to gain a greater understand-
ing of how immigrant history is an important part of 
American history,” she said. 
 The book also examines the process of political or-
ganizing, what motivated ordinary people to become 
involved and how gender tensions played out — par-
ticularly as women learned they could develop better 
leadership strategies when they formed their own 
separate spheres of activism, McCune explained.
 Published by Wayne State University Press, The 
Whole Wide World, Without Limits: International 
Relief, Gender Politics and American Jewish Women, 
1893-1930 retails for $49.95. q

— Tim Nekritz

Entergy Charitable Foundation supports SUNY Oswego’s Project SMART
 The Entergy Charitable Foundation has granted 
$25,000 to SUNY Oswego to support Project SMART 
(Science and Math Applied Resources for Teaching) 
“Kids at Work.” 
 Project SMART supports teacher professional de-
velopment, connecting teachers from rural Oswego 
County and urban schools in Syracuse and New York 
City to learn and grow together to make school learn-
ing more relevant to everyday life. 
 The support from Entergy will help regional teach-
ers provide real life experiences of math, science and 
technology connections in the workplace. It will en-
able Project SMART to expand its Healthworks cur-
riculum project for middle school students to include 
energy topics and energy-based speakers.
 “Entergy is pleased to provide support to SUNY 
Oswego’s Project SMART program because it ad-
dresses educational, literacy and health issues, three 
key areas of commitment for the company,” said 
Bonnie Bostian, communications manager at the 
James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear Station.
 “We’re also looking forward to helping with Proj-
ect SMART’s career days and fi eld trips, and by pro-
viding our employees as speakers,” she said.

 “SUNY Oswego’s School of Education is thrilled 
to have this wonderful opportunity to partner with 
Entergy. Their generous support will expand our col-
laborative Project SMART/Healthworks initiatives 
in many ways,” said Linda Rae Markert, dean of the 
School of Education. “Scientifi c literacy is so critical 
for success today, and through Entergy’s partnership 
with us, hundreds more K-12 students in Central New 
York will become more aware of important energy is-
sues in our global society.”
 Professor Barbara Beyerbach, who has been in-
volved with Project SMART since its inception, noted 
that the Entergy grant will help provide fi eld trips, 
speakers and curriculum materials that may have 
been cut in tight school budgets, and it will affect the 
lives of hundreds of children. “It helps make the state 
curriculum more localized and more relevant, and 
they can see how school math and science are applied 
to people right in their own neighborhoods,” she said.
 In the Healthworks Initiative, a team of Oswego 
County teachers under the direction of Sue Witmer 
has developed curriculum focusing on awareness 
of health careers facing shortages and coordinated 
a series of career days, fi eld trips and health career 

speakers. The Entergy grant will allow this experi-
enced team to expand the scope of its work to include 
energy-based business and industries in the region in 
their curriculum, speaker engagement, science fair 
and career days initiatives.  
 Project SMART has operated for 18 years with 
support from federal and state grants as well as the 
local business community. The current grant is the 
second-largest Entergy Charitable Foundation grant 
to be awarded to this area through the James A. Fitz-
Patrick Nuclear Station’s contribution program. Last 
year it awarded $30,000 to Oswego County’s 32 vol-
unteer fi re departments.
 Entergy Corp. is an integrated energy company 
engaged primarily in electric power production and 
retail distribution operations. The second-largest 
nuclear generator in the United States, it owns and 
operates power plants with about 30,000 megawatts 
of electric generating capacity. Entergy delivers elec-
tricity to 2.6 million customers in Arkansas, Louisi-
ana, Mississippi and Texas. It has annual revenues of 
over $9 billion and about 14,000 employees. q

  The WRVO Stations, based in Lanigan Hall on 
campus, received the top radio award last month in 
the New York State Associated Press Broadcasters 
Association’s annual news competition. The Steve 
Flanders Award goes to the radio station with the 
most fi rst-place fi nishes, and WRVO had eight in the 
small-market radio competition. 
 The recipient is “deemed by the judges to exem-
plify the best traditions of journalistic initiative and 
dedication in providing a complete news service to 
the listening public,” according to the statement in-
scribed on the award.

WRVO picked up a record 13 awards, including 
fi ve special mentions, in nine of the competition’s 11 
categories. Among the winners were WRVO News 
Director Chris Ulanowski, former features reporter 
Skye Rohde, Elizabeth Christensen, WRVO Producer 
Mark Lavonier and student news assistant Jeremy 
Hanlon. Five awards went to Rohde, who now works 
for National Public Radio in Los Angeles.
 The Radio Television News Directors Association 
bestowed a 2005 regional Edward R. Murrow Award 
on Rohde for “Best in Feature Reporting” for her 
documentary “Safe Haven” on the Fort Ontario emer-

gency shelter. The prestigious award is a fi rst for the 
WRVO Stations. This work also received an AP fi rst-
place award for “Best Documentary.”
 Other AP awards included two for “General Excel-
lence in Use of Medium”: special mention to Lavoni-
er for his report on the “1940s Radio Hour” and fi rst 
place to Rohde for a report on a sheet music library. 
 Rohde also earned honors for “General Excellence 
of Individual Reporting”; “Best Sports Coverage” 
for pieces on the Syracuse Sting and a lacrosse stick 
maker; “Best Enterprise Reporting” for “Teen Jobs”; 
“Best Continuing News Coverage” for “Essential New 
York,” which the judges termed “head and shoulders 
above the competition”; “Best Interview”; and “Best 
News Series” for her report on the life of a Carrier 
employee after the plant was closed.
 Christensen earned two awards: a “Best News Spe-
cial” special mention for “Distance Learning” and a 
“Best Interview” fi rst place for “The Dahfi r Trial,”co-
produced by Ulanowski.
 Hanlon’s report, assisted by Lavonier and Ulanow-
ski, about experiencing the State Fair butter sculpture 
from the viewpoint of a visually impaired person, was 
named “Best Feature Report.” q

WRVO wins grand prize in Associated Press awards
meet all of their standards,” Cole said. “They also 
look at our balance between academics and produc-
tion, which is the laboratory for actually doing the-
atre.”
 The strong alumni network the department main-
tained over the years impressed the team as well, he 
added.
 Engaging in the self-study and application process 
had its own benefi ts. It allowed the department to 
redefi ne the program’s three tracks — acting/direct-
ing, design/technical theatre, theatre history/criticism 
— while establishing “a much more rigorous core,” 
Cole said. In addition, the theatre program is working 
with the nationally accredited music department to 
launch an interdisciplinary musical theatre track this 
fall.
 The accreditation included a special commendation 
to the college’s administration for its responsiveness, 
and Cole especially cited Dean of Arts and Sciences 
Sara Varhus and Provost Susan Coultrap-McQuin for 
being very involved in the process. 
 “It’s a terrifi c affi rmation of the quality of work 
happening here as well as the institution’s investment 
in the arts,” Cole said. q

— Tim Nekritz

Theatre accredited
Continued from page 1
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Calendar highlights

reputation Oswego has in the fi eld of broadcast com-
munications,” he said. 
 As a student, Borrelli worked at the student-run 
radio station, then called WOCR, and at WRVO. 
After graduation, he worked in the Learning Resourc-
es Center with Vince Doody and had assignments in 
TV production, direction and supervising interns as 
the center produced television programs for the cam-
pus and local cable systems. 
 He said he believes his Oswego experiences read-
ied him for his fi rst job in cable at UA-Columbia.
“Oswego prepared me very well for the future, what-
ever that would be,” he said. “I owe a lot of my suc-
cess to my years there.”
 As the chief executive of NEP Broadcasting, Borrelli 
oversees the worldwide leader in television production 
services. The company is headquartered in Pittsburgh 
with offi ces in New York, Los Angeles and London 
supporting strategic partners and clients all over the 
world. NEP provides broadcast services to premier 
sports events like the Super Bowl, Olympics and NAS-
CAR races; major awards shows; and live televised 
concerts. Its divisions include the largest independent 
television studios in New York City and Britain’s pre-
mier independent mobile broadcast service provider. q

College’s Payroll Office hits jackpot with two statewide awards

• Exploring Nature, now to July 15 and July 18 to 22

• Transfer Orientation, July 14 and 15 and Aug. 16

• Summer Art Institute, July 17 to 30

• Summer Theatre Institute, July 17 to 30

• First-year Orientation, July 17 and 18, July 20 
(commuters), July 24 and 25, July 27 and 28

• Summer Open House, July 22

• Rice Creek Rambles, July 23 and 30 and Aug. 6

• Fourth summer session, July 25 to Aug. 12

• Sheldon Institute, Aug. 1 to 12

• Opening Picnic and Torchlight Ceremony, Aug. 22 

• New Faculty Orientation, Aug. 22 and 23

• Fall semester classes begin, Aug. 25

 For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. q

 Oswego’s Payroll Offi ce received a pair of major 
statewide awards in late June, but John Trombly, 
director of payroll, said the honors refl ect teamwork 
among several offi ces.
 The campus offi ce earned both a Distinguished 
Performance Award and a Merit Award at the New 
York State Comptroller’s Payroll Achievement Awards  
June 27 in Albany. The former honors the three most 
improved offi ces among hundreds of state agencies 
over the past fi ve years. The latter recognizes offi ces 

that have made the most progress in the past year.
 “They are payroll awards, but they encompass a lot 
more offi ces than just payroll,” Trombly said.
 As an example, he explained that about 16 people, 
on the state and local level, are involved from the 
time a new employee receives appointment papers 
until he or she picks up the fi rst paycheck.
 The state Comptroller’s Offi ce began assessing 
state agencies in 1999, issuing report cards that en-
compassed many performance measures. “The fi rst 

report card caused us to examine the way we do things, 
not only as an offi ce but as a campus,” Trombly re-
called. “It ended up looking at the way we process 
information all along the chain.”
 That spurred weekly meetings that included repre-
sentatives of the Payroll, Human Resources, Finance 
and Provost’s offi ces. The group also hosted informa-
tion sessions with academic departments engaging in 
hiring. The result, as acknowledged by the awards, 
was improved communication between the various 
offi ces and more of a “big-picture approach,” Trom-
bly said.
 Additional prestige comes because the awards 
consider Oswego among the highest-volume state 
payroll agencies. That’s because the campus has 
around 1,200 full- and part-time employees, between 
500 and 600 student workers and around 75 graduate 
students on the state payroll.
 Since the offi ce mostly hears from people when 
something has gone wrong in the process, the award 
reinforces everything the offi ce is doing right. “We 
were very proud not only to receive not one but two 
awards, but also because payroll is not always recog-
nized in a positive light,” Trombly noted. The awards 
serve as a reminder that the overwhelming majority 
of paychecks are processed correctly and promptly.
 Rather than rest on their laurels, everyone is com-
mitted to continuing the improvement, Trombly said. 
The goal is to return to the awards ceremony to pick 
up the Empire Award, given to state offi ces with the 
highest overall score, he added.  q  — Tim Nekritz

Spotlight

Ketcham links campus with distance learning
The Campus Update Spotlight shines on Greg 

Ketcham this week. He has been the multimedia in-
structional designer for the Division of Continuing 
Education since January. 

Q. How would you describe your job and re-
sponsibilities? 
 A. My job is to support distance learning offerings 
that we provide through the SUNY Learning Network. 
My role is that of a partner to the faculty in terms of 
providing guidance on best practices in instructional 
design and teaching online. In essence, my job is to 
help experienced faculty make the transition from 
teaching in the classroom to teaching on the Web.
 Q. What is your educational background? 

A. I have a bachelor’s degree in radio and televi-
sion production from Oswego. I went directly into 
the workforce, working roughly 10 years in televi-
sion production with PBS affi liates in Rochester and 
Syracuse. From producing instructional TV, including 
kids’ shows, I became interested in assessing the in-
structional outcomes and delivery strategies to know 
if it was effective. I discovered there was a discipline 
— instructional design — that addressed this process 
and that there was a very good program at Syracuse 
University. After I earned my master’s in instructional 
design, the Internet came along. I worked with NY-
SERNet (later AppliedTheory) on developing and 
providing training to corporations beginning in 1997. 
I went up and down the dot-com rollercoaster and 
having seen all that, I knew it was time to do some-
thing where I could make a difference.
 Q. What is your favorite part of working at Os-
wego? 

A. There is a certain symmetry in that I was here as 
an undergraduate. It’s good to be back here and to be 
giving something back. I think that’s what is most ex-
citing — that I ended up here has a specifi c meaning 
because this is really where I started.

Q. What achievement are you most proud of? 
 A. In 1996 or so, I decided to teach myself Web 

design and put together a Web site on New York’s 
role in the American Revolution. It was a topic of 
interest and I didn’t see anyone else doing it. I still 
get e-mails from it and occasional recognition from 
professionals in the fi eld. I have this kind of name 
recognition within this circle of regional history that 
continues to surprise me.

Q. Do you have any hobbies? 
 A. They tend to be related to the outdoors — hik-
ing, canoeing and I’m just starting to enjoy geocach-
ing (competitive hunting for objects via GPS). I’m 
also an American Revolutionary War re-enactor.

Q. What can you tell us about your family?
 A. My wife Martha and I have two daughters. Sarah 
is 11, and Hannah is 9. We live in Fayetteville. q

Gift creates media summits
Continued from page 1

Tech savvy — The Oswego Technology Camp will return with two weeks of instruction, July 25 to 29 and 
Aug. 1 to 5. Half-day classes for each fi ve-day session will offer hands-on lessons in such areas as simple 
machines, computer-assisted design, Web design, robotics, digital imagery and fl ight. At last year’s camp, 
above, four participants demonstrate robotic cars. For more information, call 312-3162.


